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Movie The. The German city of Cologne paid tribute to their own local hero on Sunday with a series of solemn ceremonies honouring the German resistance fighter and war criminal Klaus Barbie. Barbie, the SS and top Nazis, who in 1944 was a major architect of the massacre of some 65,000 Jews in the Frankfurd ghetto, was found guilty of war crimes in France in 1987 and
died in Italy in 1991. Mayor Henriette Reker, in her annual Christmas message for the people of Cologne, paid tribute to the "martyrs" of the Nazi regime and warned of a "re-emergence of neo-Nazism". "These days, neo-Nazism is no longer solely a marginal phenomenon," Reker said in her speech, "which should be reason for us to be worried. "But with all due respect to the
media, who portrays these things as a marginal phenomenon. We can only respond to this with courage. "We call upon all citizens to stand up against these attempts to suppress the freedom of speech. Anyone who speaks out against such hate speech should not fear any consequences. "The people of Cologne should not be the last line of defence against the evil in our society, the
people of Cologne should be the first line of defence," she said. "It is therefore our responsibility to spread the message of love and tolerance in our city, which will always be home to people from all over the world, but at the same time we should not be silent when we see neo-Nazi slogans being chanted in public places." In addition to paying tribute to Barbie and the victims of
the Holocaust, Reker said the message of the city should be to "say to all people in our community that it is not possible for people who do not belong to our community to live among us". "This message of togetherness and love for our city should not only be directed towards our fellow citizens but also towards those who live among us," she said. More than 4,000 people
attended the ceremony, which was attended by Barbie's half-brother and sister, who live in Cologne. The ceremony was organised by the city's Anti-Nazi and Anti-Racism Committee, as well as the American Jewish Committee, which has urged the German government to pursue war criminals who are still alive. Barbie has been tried in absentia on charges of being a war
criminal and is currently living
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